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November 5, 2025 School Board Meeting Highlights:
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JFT’s staff, executive board members and school employees were present at JP Schools November Board Meeting held at 501 Manhattan Blvd. The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm with a student from John Ehret High School presenting the invocation and C T Janet students leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Schneckenburger School was named Campus of the Month and Terrytown Elementary was highlighted as the School of the Month. The partner of the month was presented to Murphy Education & Sports Foundation, a local non-profit organization which provides the tools, initiatives, and resources necessary for low-income youth to develop in different educational and sports fields.  The foundation partnered with Tom Benson School instituting their soccer program and back to school backpacks with supplies.
50 Year Service Recognition: JP Schools recognized 8 employees for 50+ years of dedicated service:
Cynthnia Thompson-Bonnabel    Pearl Danos-Ellender 
Elizabeth Bolin-Pupil Appraisal    Edward Bischoff Jr-Higgins
Janet Williams-Meisler                     Deborah Cochennic-Ellender
Wanda Wharton-Central Office   Doris Westly-Tom Benson

Superintendent’s announcements: recognized November as National School Psychology Week 3-7
Veterans Day, November 11th, Substitute Appreciation Day November 21st, Thanksgiving Holiday November 24-28, State Funded Differential and Employee Stipends, Athletic announcements by Mr. Jenkins, Milken Award Winner Sarah Watkins at Worley and New Computer Lab at Clancy/Maggiore.
Second Readings:
DEFERRED 5.1, 5.2, 5.3 Authored by Derrick Shepherd.  Readings were discussed and deferred to the December board meeting.
CARRIED: 5.4 Authored by Steven Gutierrez- Move that the JP Board adopt an annual meeting schedule by December of 2025. Amended to add 1 month window for board retreat. 
DEFERRED: 5.5 Authored by Steven Gutierrez, discussed and moved to the December meeting.
FAILED: 5.6 Authored by Clay Moise- Move that the JP Schools board purchase 25 electric school buses utilizing EPA grant and general funds. YES-Moise, Brandt, Nugent   NO-Gutierrez, Shepherd, Johnson, Pedalino, Fairbairn, LeBlanc 
Consent Agenda:
There were 28 items on the Consent Agenda. Item 6.10 was withdrawn. All consent agenda items passed.  
Committee Reports:
There were 6 Committee report action items that were passed by board members unanimously.
Public Comments:
JFT President Sandra Hauer spoke on the district progress, student violence against teachers, the lack of response, Act 400 which requires disruptive student removal by law and the urgent need for JFT and the district to work together to address solutions. One teacher spoke in favor of Second Reading 5.1.  One teacher addressed the board with issues regarding tutoring, additional pay, quality food not being thrown away, transportation issues and mental health care.
Convened for Executive Session:  Executive Session was not convened.
First Readings:
Pres. Nugent: Move that the board accept nominations and elect a Pres and Vice Pres for the 2026 year at the December 25 meeting. 
Mr. Pedalino: Move that the JP Board have an updated discussion on the vacant old Haynes property.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:02pm.
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